Drug cartels – Placard M
	A drug cartel is an illicit drug organization formed to control the production and distribution of narcotic drugs. Drug cartels sometimes finance terrorist activities. There are drug cartels in many countries throughout the world today.  The rise of drug cartels caused major foreign policy disputes between the United States, Colombia, Bolivia, and Peru. With an estimated 2.7 million drug users, Americans spent $49 billion on illegal drugs. The Mexican drug cartels as well as others cause lots of violence, including bombings and assassinations of government officials (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2009).  The major countries involved in the Drug Cartel are Mexico, the U.S., Thailand, Colombia, Peru, and Asia. Cargo ships sent from Bangkok, Thailand had drugs from Southeast Asia hidden inside the ships.  Once ship had 1,071 pounds of heroin valued at about $2.5 billion (Cooper, 1993).
	The impact of drug cartels is tremendous. Cartels grew to a point of serious national security threats for many countries like the United States.  US border crossings are packed with security in hopes of preventing the smuggling drugs across the border of the U.S.  Too many people get addicted to drugs and need treatment; this causes problems in most countries of the world.   Almost all of the recent killings in Mexico have been linked to drug cartels.  About 90% of murders had something if not everything to do with the drug trafficking. The other 10% were policemen, soldiers, and a small amount of citizens.  Some of the police officers and soldiers are even involved in drug trafficking themselves.
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AREAS OF CARTEL INFLUENCE, WITH SMUGGLING ROUTES
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The bodies of gunmen laid out on a road beside their vehicle after a shootout with Mexican soldiers in the municipality of
Tacambaro near Morelia on Aug. 16, 2011. The gunmen were suspected members of the Caballeros Templarios, a new spin-
off cartel in Michoacan state linked to the Gulf cartel. (Leo Gonzalez /Reuters)
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A BRAWL BELOW THE BURDER

THE CARTELS THAT ARE TURNING MEXICO INTO A FAILED

s
BELTRAN-AENACARTEL

Notable Facts:
Once one of the most powerful cartels in
Mexico, the Tijuana Cartel has recently been
confined to operations in Tijuana alone. It is
now only a shell of what it used to be.

Recent Setbacks:
The Tijuana Cartel’s leader and main
enforcer, Ramon Arellano Felix, was killed in
2002 in a gunfight in Mazatlan,

A CARTEL

Notable Facts:

HECTOR BELTRA

Notable Facts:
The Beltran-Leyva cartel was formed following the arrest of Alfredo
Beltran and the subsequent assassination of the son of the Sinaloan
cartel's leader, Joaquin Guzman-perpetrated by the other three brothers.

Recent Setbacks:

Inthe last three years, three of the four Beltran Leyva Brothers who ran the.
operation have either been killed or arrested: Hector is the only one stillat
large. Another notable figure in the organization, Edgar “La Barbie” Valdez
Villareal, formed a ival faction due to disputes over operation tactics.
Villaral was arrested in August, 2010.
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The Juarez Cartel's main focus has been on maintaining.
control of the coveted drug trade route in Ciudad Juarez,
just opposite the Texas city of El Paso. But since 2007,

the Juarez Cartel has been viciously battling the Sinaloa

Cartel for this valuable territory.

Recent Setbacks:

The Juarez cartel's founder, Amado Carrillo Fuentes, died
in1997 while undergoing plastic surgery. The cartel has
05 2674 since weakened as they relied on Fuentes's ties to corrupt
government officials.

Notable Facts:
Consisting of many ex-federal, state, and local
police, the Los Zetas Cartel is known as perhaps.
the most violent and well-trained cartel in
Mexico. Members are often uniformed as federal
police and are known to operate at a higher

tactical degree than the local authorities.

Recent Setbacks:
Many of its original 31 core members have
beenkilled or arrested, and since replaced
with younger,less-trained members.

The data for this map, supplied
by the Reforma newspaper, places the
total number of drug-related murders at

The Mexican government estimates the number to be
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Notable Facts:
The Sinaloa Cartel, with an
established presence in 47
countries, s the largest
cocaine trafficker from
South America to the global
market. Sinaloa's eader,
Juaquin Guzman Loera, was
recently included in Forbes”
list of most powerful and
richest people in the world.

Recent Setbacks
‘The Mexican military took
out their number three in
command, Ignacio “Nacho”
Coronel,in a massive sting

* operation in July, 2010.
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Notable Facts:
Prior to their split, Los Zetas acted as the enforcement
arm of the Gulf Cartel. Since their split Los Zetas has
increased in power, leaving the once powerful Gulf
Cartel strained for contro ofits terrtory.

Recent Setback:
Former allies with Los Zetas, the Gulf Cartel has

been a primary target of Mexican law enforcement
since the two spiit.

Notable Facts:

The La Familia Carte operates

under the guise o arelgious

organization that promotes -

socialjustice. In ralfy,

the cartl i involved in brutal

vilence,oftenrefering

totheir beheadings as

“diine justce” —
A L

Recent Setbacks:

The La Familia Cartel's
leader, Nazario Moreno
Gonzalez, was killed on
December 10, 2010

A COLLABORATION BETWEEN GOOD AND COLUMN FIVE




