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If Everybody Jumped off a Bridge, You Probably Would Too!!!

p 592-596

1.  Define collective behavior.

2.  What did Lebon call or mean by the collective mind?

3.  Tell a story of a time that you were in a crowd and were “transformed” by the crowd.  How was the crowd “transformed” by individuals in the crowd?

4.  Which theories of collective behavior help to account for changes in both individuals and a group’s behavior?

5.  Do you think that crowds are essentially rational or irrational?  Are crowds cooperative?  Do ordinary law-abiding citizens engage in collective violence?  Are people who engage in crowd behavior acting rationally or irrationally?

6.  How does Berk’s idea of the minimax strategy relate to the assumption of crowd rationality?

7.  What are some examples from personal experience of the minimax strategy?  How might the minimax strategy be applied to collective behavior?  In any given example, what satisfactions might be involved?  What costs?

8.  How does Turner’s and Killian’s idea of emergent norms relate to the assumption of crowd rationality?

9.  What might be some specific examples of emerging norms in crowds?  How might a crowd be redefined in what it’s doing?

10.  What are five kinds of crowd participants?  Would you add any others?  What are some other examples of exploiters of crowds? 


