Podcasting Project

Assignment Description
Part I – Graphic Organizer (Individual)

You will be responsible for researching your assigned topic and completing a graphic organizer that examines the causes of your topic in regards to the Nature vs Nurture conflict.  Your topics will be assigned, by me, based on your preferences.
Requirements:

· Graphic Organizer, and Bibliography (45 pts):





· Complete your graphic organizer ( 3 articles DIFFERENT from your group members)
/30 pts
· be sure to cite all of your information as follows (Warner, 2011) 
· You must include a bibliography on a separate sheet.  Using APA or MLA formatting.  If you do not know how to use these formats, you can use:  http://easybib.com/ or the following  format.











 /15 pts
Example


· Henslin, S.  (1999).  Sociology:  A Down to Earth Approach.  Glencoe             Pulishers, Indianapolis, Illinois.
· You must use at least 3 online sources, books, or professional journals
· Wikipedia is NOT allowed
· Use reputable sources, not ones known for being radically liberal or conservative (avoid using sources like John Stewart, Glenn Beck, pro ___ organizations…
· Using SIRS or Opposing Viewpoints is the best place to start for finding reputable resources.  Using Google will bring too broad a search and will be overwhelming.
· Universities, CNN, NPR, Washington Post, and Christian Science Monitor… are all reputable sources. 
· Typing in professional journals and nature and ____________ can get you what you need.
This portion of the project is worth 45 points and must be completed in order to work with your group.
You must also be sure to cite ANY idea that is not your own within the text:

ex.   New evidence has been found that links sexual orientation to one’s genetics 
     (Warner, 2011).
Part II – Podcast (Group)
Attendance mandatory for group participation (or individual papers)
You will be put into groups of 3-4 based on your assigned topic.  In these groups, you are responsible for creating a 2-3 minute podcast using Audacity (available on the schools’ computers).  A complete Audacity tutorial will be given.
· Logistics:

· Podcasts must be 3-5 minutes in length.




(10 pts)
· Podcasts must be published to the Edmodo website.  You may want to post on Youtube first.
· All members of each group must contribute an audio portion of the podcast.
· Please identify yourself by names and characters if necessary before your group starts – if I don’t know who you are, I can’t give you credit

· Content:

· Include the following:

· Introduction to your topic?  Define it.  What causes it to occur?
(5 pts)
· 5 examples of your topic that support the nature argument


Be sure to include your citations in a creative manor

(25 pts)
· 5 examples of your topic that support the nurture argument


Be sure to include your citations in a creative manor

(25 pts)
· Describe how your research could change societal attitudes toward your topic, group assumptions, myths, public opinion or public policy…


(15 pts)

Here are some potential ideas for the structure of your podcast:  Interview, debate, news report, infomercial, parody...  You are far more creating in mass that I am.  Be original.  If you make me laugh out loud, or your group is super creative, you will earn 2 extra credit points.
Your podcasts are due _____________________________________.  You will have approximately 1.5 class periods to plan, tape, and post your podcasts.  Any extra work that needs to be done should be completed as homework.  This podcast is worth 80 points.

Part III – Podcast comments (Individual)

During class on _____________ you will be responsible for listening to each group’s podcast and providing commentary.  BRING HEADPHONES!!!
· Logistics:
· Written comments
· Must be 1-2 paragraphs (at least 5 sentences)

· Post comments with your name – if I don’t know who you are, I can’t give you credit
· Content:

· Your comments should be of “substantial” content

· Include insightful thoughts and content-related comments

· What are your opinions of the topic?  How could the research presented affect people’s attitudes, actions, laws and self-concepts..?

· Be respectful of your classmates
· Those who post rude/mean/hypercritical comments will be penalized.
Each comment is worth 5 points.  The number of presentations per class will vary.  There will likely be about 30-40 points assigned for this portion of the assignment.

Use your time wisely.  Do not leave school the first class without at least one article that you could read at home for homework.  Do not leave school after day two without at least three articles.  You must have your graphic organizer completed FIRST THING on day 3 for you to work with your group.  If you are absent for any reason during the group days, you will be removed from your group and will have to completed the assignment on your own.  Be responsible for your own learning.  ASK FOR HELP if you need it.  My intention is that you learn a lot about your topic, the topics of others, and have a good time doing so.  Enjoy!!!
Establish an Edmodo account.  Go to edmodo.com and request access to group ____________
Please do this today, so I can make sure that everyone has access to this site.
