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Sociological Theories and Changes in the Family
Read pages 20-28 and answer the following questions.

1.  List at least 4 functions of symbols.

2.  Identify situations or roles in your life, and explain how your behaviors depend on your definitions of yourself.

3.  How have American demands for emotional satisfaction changed marriage in America?

4.  What are some of the reasons that the institution of marriage is considered to be “overloaded”?

5.  How have the meanings of parenting and children changed?

6.  How has the meaning of divorce changed since the late 1800’s?

7.   Do sociologist pass judgment when analyzing social change?  Explain.

8.  What is the difference between social structure and social function?

9.  In what ways has industrialization undermined the traditional values of the family?

10.  Give two examples of that the text gives for how family functions have changed.  Give one example that you’ve observed form your lifetime that family functions have changed.

11.  How do the changing relationships of power and inequality help us to understand divorce rates today?

