What is Culture?
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Assumptions about social life

How do assumptions reflect your own

How did you learn them?

that Americans take for granted
culture’s similarities and differences?



1.  If you work hard, you will get 
There are unrealistic expectations

Parents, T.V., school…


ahead




some people work really hard, but







things like access to opportunities,







discrimination… hold them back







An example of this is Tom Monahan…
2. One person can make a  

People like Harriet Tubman


media, parents, religion…


difference



Gandhi…  Puts a lot of pressure on







an individual

3.  

4.  

What are some of the consequences of your assumptions for you?

1. People are intolerant of individuals who are not successful by American standards.  Are not compassionate to those in need.

2.  

3.  

4.  

What functions and dysfunctions do those assumptions have for society?

Functions









Dysfunctions

· Leads to a sense of security that things will work out

emotional and financial stress as the result

*When you travel in another country, why is it important to be aware of the culture in that country?

What is culture?  What are some of the components (parts) of culture?  Pick an aspect of your culture (love, friendship, use of space, war...) and explain it as an outsider may see it.

What is the significance of cultural differences in social behavior?

What are the standards by which people judge others (ethnocentrism), and how have they changed historically?

Cultural relativism is a value free approach to understanding other cultures.  Are all cultural practices really equal, or are some superior to others?

Is it possible to evaluate cultural practices without being ethnocentric?  Where might one find a “universal yardstick”?

What are some examples of subtle positive and negative sanctions that you or others have used to influence your behaviors?

Compare the folkways for customers in fast-food restaurants with those for customers in expensive, elegant restaurants.  How did you learn these folkways?

