
What is Human Nature?

(pg. 62-66)
Google the nature vs nurture controversy.  What is it essentially about?  Choose words that help identify the two sides of the argument.

Discuss the relationship between “human nature” and socialization as revealed by studies of feral, isolated and institutionalized children.

Read about the classic cases of feral and isolated children and compare them with current cases of neglect.  What do these cases show about traits and qualities regarded as “human” that are socially created rather than inherited?

Which influence on human social behavior does your group regard as most important, heredity or the environment? 

What did Harlow’s famous research show?

On the continuum below, with nature and nurture as the extremes, identity the major issues in the heredity-environment debate and give examples (athleticism, sexual orientation, intelligence…see podcast sign-up sheet for more information).  Suggest appropriate locations on the continuum for specific traits and behaviors and give your reasoning for each position. 
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